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Dear St. Mary’s students and families, 

Welcome to the St. Mary’s School Middle School Band Program! You have received this packet 

because your child has expressed interest in participating in the band this year. I am very excited 

to be restarting the band program this year, and while it will look a lot different, I am confident 

that your child will have a remarkable musical experience learning how to play their instrument 

and making music with others in a very special way! The fact that we are able to even have band 

this year at all is an accomplishment, and I am very grateful to Mr. Rucinski for his support of 

the band program and allowing us to continue it in 2020-21. I understand the band was very 

popular at St. Mary’s last year, and my goal is to continue to expand the program this year and 

give every student who wishes to participate the opportunity to do so. Learning an instrument is 

a wonderful experience that teaches many important skills that will help your child become a 

better musician and student. In addition, learning an instrument is lots of fun and creates unique 

experiences unlike any other school activity. Your child will learn how to read music, the basic 

techniques for their instrument, and how to work with others in learning all different kinds of 

music. Furthermore, I believe that music is a gift from God, and that God is present in the music 

that we make; it is my goal to deepen your child’s relationship to our Lord by showing them his 

wondrous presence in music. I promise I will work extremely hard to provide your child with the 

best and most rewarding musical experience possible! 

 

Overview: 

Students in grades 5-8 will have the opportunity to either continue participating in or joining the 

middle school band for the first time. The instruments offered include piano, guitar, ukulele, 

flute, clarinet, saxophone, trumpet, trombone, and percussion. New students will choose their top 

two instrument choices and meet with Mr. Lorini to determine the best instrument for them to 

learn. Special consideration will be given to students wishing to play multiple instruments. 

All students will receive a group lesson each week from Mr. Lorini lasting one full class period. 

Lessons will occur generally on the same day each week, but will rotate periods each week so 

that students do not miss the same class each week. To keep group sizes as small as possible this 

year, lesson groups will consist of only 1-4 students who are studying the same instrument. 

Lesson schedules will be posted in each classroom for your child to see when their lesson is. 

During the second half of the school year, I hope to bring all band students together to form 

ensembles later in the year. Traditionally, we would have one large band consisting of all 

students, however due to restrictions on large groups this year, we will create smaller ensembles 

based on instrumentation and skill level. More information on ensembles and possible 

performances will be made available soon. 

The cost to participate in the elementary band is $50.00 per month. Payment will be due by your 

child’s first lesson each month. Payment can be made in cash, check, or applied to your FACTS 

account. Please make checks payable to St. Mary’s School. Please discuss any financial concerns 

with Mr. Lorini, St. Mary’s promises that no child will be denied the opportunity to participate in 

band because of financial concerns. 



Health and Safety: 

Our most important priority at St. Mary’s this year is the health and safety of all students, and 

Mr. Lorini has put extensive protocols in place to guarantee that your child can participate in 

band while being as safe as possible. Students will need to have their masks on when entering the 

music room, and sanitize their hands. Upon entering the music room, students will be seated 12 

feet apart from one another in assigned spots. Wind instrumentalists will be required to wear 

masks when they are not playing their instruments, while all other instrumentalists will be 

required to wear masks at all times. Wind instrumentalists will also need to put a bell cover at the 

end of their instrument’s bell when playing to minimize the spread of aerosols. At the conclusion 

of the lesson, students will sanitize their hands before leaving the music room. All commonly 

touched surfaces, including chairs, stands, and keyboards, will be disinfected after each lesson. 

The music room will be sprayed with disinfectant regularly throughout each day. Windows will 

remain open in the music room to allow for the best ventilation possible. Furthermore, I hope to 

install air filters at some point to allow for even better ventilation. I believe that these safety 

measures will protect the health and safety of all students if everyone follows them, so you can 

trust that your child will be safe while attending lessons and rehearsals. 

 

Instrument Rental: 

Band students, particularly beginning students, are encouraged to purchase their instrument from 

John Keal Music Company in Albany or Clifton Park. For beginning students, John Keal offers a 

4-month instrument trial for a very reasonable fee. This option is preferable over buying a brand-

new instrument up front. Mr. Lorini will provide you with a rental and order form from John 

Keal once your child has chosen their instrument. Students will be responsible for purchasing 

their own materials, including instrument, cleaning and maintenance supplies, and lesson book, 

all of which can be purchased from John Keal. Returning students may either rent an instrument 

for a monthly fee, or purchase a new or used instrument. It is also perfectly okay to purchase an 

instrument from another music store, or use an instrument once owned by a friend or relative, as 

long as that instrument is in good condition. If you have questions about which instrument brand 

to purchase, Mr. Lorini will guide you in purchasing the best instrument for your child. Specific 

requirements on what to purchase will be given once your child has chosen their instrument.  

 

Remote Learning for Band 

If your child is currently learning virtually, they will still have the opportunity to join the band at 

St. Mary’s! Remote students will have grouped with other remote students of similar 

instrumentation for a 36-minute weekly lesson over Google Meets. These lessons will be the 

same day and time per week, to allow for easy scheduling. The extent of how remote students 

will be able to participate in ensembles is still being considered, and more information will be 

made available later in time. 

Expectations 



Students will begin their instrument lessons in the first week of November. They will be 

responsible for attending each lesson and remembering their instrument on their assigned lesson 

day. As with learning any new skill, practice is essential for success on a musical instrument, so 

students are required to practice at least 30 minutes a day for at least 5 days per week. Students 

will have practice logs to complete each week showing how much they practiced. Furthermore, 

students will need to be respectful to their fellow musicians and of their instruments. Learning an 

instrument is a commitment, I expect that students will take this seriously and act in accordance 

with St. Mary’s standards. As long as a student tries, there is nothing they can’t accomplish! 

 

Other Information: 

Please take the time to discuss the prospect of joining the middle school band before making 

your final decision. Take time to pray and consider if God is calling you to explore this 

opportunity. This will be a big commitment you and your child are making, and it is important 

you understand all of the details contained in this packet before deciding to commit. The only 

way to guarantee the best musical experience is to fully commit to this program and the 

expectations. If you are not willing to join at this time, that is perfectly fine, students will have 

the opportunity to join again at the start of every school year.  

If you would like to join the middle school band, please fill out the attached permission form and 

return it to Mr. Lorini by Friday, October 30th. For beginning students, please indicate on the 

form your top two instrument choices. Mr. Lorini will then schedule a time to meet with you to 

determine the best instrument for them to learn. Mr. Lorini will meet with all band students by 

the end of October to get an idea of their skill level and determine which lesson group to place 

them in. Lessons will begin during the first week of November. Your child will receive a packet 

containing full lesson information, including policies and expectations, at their first lesson. They 

will also receive a resource packet on their instrument, which will include information on 

maintenance, technique, and sanitization, after their initial meeting with Mr. Lorini. 

If you have any questions or concerns you would like to discuss with Mr. Lorini, please do not 

hesitate to contact me. I am committed to giving your students the best musical experience 

possible, continuing to build the band program, and strengthening your child’s faith through 

music. I look forward to working with you and making music with your students this year! May 

God bless you all and keep you safe! 

 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Eugene Lorini 

Music Teacher – St. Mary’s School 

lorinie@smswaterford.org 

 

St. Mary’s Middle School Band 

mailto:lorinie@smswaterford.org


 
Permission Form: Returning Students 

 
Student: 

 

I wish to participate in the St. Mary’s Middle School Band during the 2020-21 school year. I am 

aware of the policies I must follow and expectations I must meet to be involved in the band, and 

will be fully committed to practicing my instrument and attending every lesson and rehearsal. I 

promise to work hard and conduct myself according to St. Mary’s rules and expectations to be 

the best student musician I can be. I am excited to be a part of the middle school band. 

 

Name: ______________________________________   Grade: ______ 

 

SMS Email Address: _________________________________________ 

 

Instrument: ___________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Parent: 

 

I give my child permission to participate in the St. Mary’s Middle School Band during the 2020-

21 school year. I have reviewed the program policies and expectations with my child and 

understand what will be expected of them. I will support my child’s participation in the band and 

encourage them to practice their instrument and attend each lesson and rehearsal. I promise to be 

involved in my child’s participation and exchange in regular communication with Mr. Lorini. I 

am excited for my child to join the middle school band.  

 

 

Parent Signature: ___________________________________________ 

 

Email Address: _____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Please return this signed form to Mr. Lorini by Friday, October 30th.  

 

 

St. Mary’s Middle School Band 



 
Permission Form: Beginning Students 

 
Student: 

 

I wish to participate in the St. Mary’s Middle School Band during the 2020-21 school year. I am 

aware of the policies I must follow and expectations I must meet to be involved in the band, and 

will be fully committed to practicing my instrument and attending every lesson and rehearsal. I 

promise to work hard and conduct myself according to St. Mary’s rules and expectations to be 

the best student musician I can be. I am excited to be a part of the middle school band. 

 

 

Name: ______________________________________   Grade: ______ 

 

SMS Email Address: __________________________________________ 

 

Instrument Choices: 

 

1. _____________________________________________ 

 

2. _____________________________________________ 

 

 

Parent: 

 

I give my child permission to participate in the St. Mary’s Middle School Band during the 2020-

21 school year. I have reviewed the program policies and expectations with my child and 

understand what will be expected of them. I will support my child’s participation in the band and 

encourage them to practice their instrument and attend each lesson and rehearsal. I promise to be 

involved in my child’s participation and exchange in regular communication with Mr. Lorini. I 

am excited for my child to join the middle school band.  

 

 

Parent Signature: __________________________________________ 

 

Email Address: ____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Please return this signed form to Mr. Lorini by Friday, October 30th. 


